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Climate Change &
The Environment
Tree Planting Target Assessment: 2017 - 2025

Sierra Leone's MTNDP 2024-2030 commits to planting an
additional 10,000,000 trees as part of its environmental resilience
strategy. This infographic traces progress from 2017 to 2025 — a
story of ambition, partial achievement, and a biodiversity crisis
driven by unchecked deforestation.10,000,000
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KEY CHALLENGE

Reforestation severely hampered by unchecked tree cutting across Sierra Leone, causing severe environmental
damage and massive loss of biodiversity.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE:
Strengthen environmental governance, promote sustainable management of natural resources, and build resilience to climate change
for the well-being of Sierra Leoneans.
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PROGRESS TOWARD 10 MILLION TREE TARGET

3.4M
(2025)

10M
(Target)

3,400,000 trees planted (34% of target)

TIMELINE: 2017  TO  2025

17

2017
THE BASELINE

No Data

2017 marked a pivotal transition. While no
official tree-planting figures were
recorded, this year saw the shift from ad
hoc post-disaster reforestation to early
organised climate resilience programmes.
Sierra Leone functioned primarily as a
reactive rather than proactive
environmental actor.

NO BASELINE

Src: President's Recovery Priorit

23

2023
THE PIVOT

Tracking
begins

By 2023 tree planting shifted from
post-disaster response to organised,
digitally tracked climate resilience.
Despite no formal baseline being
established, the groundwork was laid for
structured planting programmes by civil
society and environmental organisations.
A critical turning point, but documentation
remained incomplete.

NO BASELINE ESTABLISHED

Src: Author's verification

25

2025
MEASURED PROGRESS

3.4M

An estimated 3.4 million additional trees
were planted between 2023 and 2025 by
Rainforest Builders, Miro, and West
African Blue. This represents the first
verified, quantified progress toward the
10M target — but covers only 34% of
what is required by 2030, with 5 years
remaining.

34% OF TARGET

Src: Author's verification

THE CONTRADICTION: PLANTING vs DEFORESTATION

PROGRESS

3.4M trees planted
Rainforest Builders active
Miro reforestation programme
West African Blue initiative
Digitally tracked planting
Organised climate resilience

KEY CHALLENGE

Unchecked tree cutting
Severe environmental damage
Massive loss of biodiversity
Reforestation undermined
No enforcement mechanisms
Net gain uncertain

ORGANISATIONS DRIVING PROGRESS (2023-2025)

Rainforest
Builders

Community-led
reforestation

Miro

Organised
planting drives

West African
Blue

Coastal &
mangrove focus

BIODIVERSITY CONTEXT:
Sierra Leone's biodiversity — including its tropical rainforests and coastal mangroves — faces an existential threat from
unchecked logging. Planting 3.4M trees while losing mature forest at scale means the net environmental gain may be negligible.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES (MTNDP 2024-2030):
Strengthen environmental governance | Promote biodiversity conservation & wildlife management | Sustainable management of natural

resources in protected areas | Build climate change resilience and adaptive capability
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